8th Grade Literature/Writing Syllabus


2006 - 2007





Instructor: Sue Ellen Turscak


e-mail: sulenka@aol.com


tel: 330-342-0858


I encourage students to e-mail or call when they have questions.





Course description:  Students will explore some of the classics of British, American, and European literature, improving their critical reading skills and writing primarily analytically about the literature.  While we will explore many ideas through these works, a theme that loosely unites several of the texts could be, perhaps, "the hero's response to acute catastrophe (natural disaster, war, family tragedy)--selfish, or selfless?"  


	Throughout the course, students will write and revise their essays, working to address their individual challenges with classical rhetorical skills: invention (developing a topic and using textual evidence), arrangement, (organizing a paper) and expression (grammar, diction, voice).





Materials:  3-ring binder with loose-leaf paper.    OPTIONAL: accordion-style folder to store and organize handouts and papers.





Expectations:  


	•Students will come to class having read the assignment for the day, completing any study questions or other assignments.  


	•Participation in class discussion is an integral part of the grade, and we will learn effective discussion skills throughout the year.  


	•Students will be required to annotate several of their texts as they read in order to prepare for discussions and writing assignments.  





Papers:


	•Most papers will be written in stages, with rough drafts of various parts due for in-class editing and teacher commentary.  Hence, a rough draft due date is as important as a final due date!


	•Final drafts should be word-processed, double-spaced, in a standard font (no fancy scripts), 12 pt. size.


	•Late papers will be reduced one FULL letter grade for each day late unless an extension has been granted.  Extensions will not be granted the morning of the due date.





TEXTS


Proposed schedule; subject to adjustment





First Semester


The Rime of the Ancient Mariner, by Samuel Taylor Coleridge (with sample reading schedule)





	M Finish “Part the First”--annotate





	W “Part the Second”  --annotate





	M  “Part the Third” and“Part the Fourth” --annotate





	W  “Part the Fifth” --annotate





	M  “Part the Sixth” and “Part the Seventh”





The Bronze Horseman, by Alexander Pushkin (handout)





Romeo and Juliet, by William Shakespeare—Folger Shakespeare Library edition





A Tale of Two Cities, by Charles Dickens








Second Semester:





Short stories--Romanticism:


	“Legend of Sleepy Hollow”, by Washington Irving


	“Young Goodman Brown”, by Nathaniel Hawthorne


	“Tell-tale Heart”, by Edgar Allen Poe





Short stories—Realism:


"Bartleby the Scrivener", by Herman Melville


“To Build a Fire”, by Jack London


“Paul's Case”, by Willa Cather








To Kill a Mockingbird, by Harper Lee





Diary of a Young Girl, by Anne Frank





The Merchant of Venice, by William Shakespeare








Throughout the year, we will refer to The Top 500 Poems as well as other texts provided in the form of handouts.








